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Google Places Optimization Guide 

A Free eBook for Small Business Owners 

Who is Powered by Search? 

 

Since 2004, Powered by Search has been a leading provider of Search Engine Optimization, 

Local Search, and general Internet Marketing services.  Our clients range from SMB’s and 

SME’s to large corporations seeking 

consultancy on internet marketing, e-

commerce, and increasing visibility 

through search engines. 

Powered by Search’s team actively writes 

about SEO and Local Search and is also a 

recommended local search consultant on 

GetListed.org.  

We are only 1 of 2 Canadian companies to 

have contributed to the definitive source 

of Local Search information at the 2009 

Local Search Ranking Factors Survey. Key strengths of the company include exceptional 

business and marketing acumen coupled with an unmatched focus on client support and 

satisfaction. 

Legal Disclaimer 

 

Copyright 2010 Powered by Search Inc. Powered by Search Inc is not responsible All rights 

reserved. All trademarks belong to their respective owners.  

LIMITS OF LIABILITY / DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTY: Search engine algorithms change 

frequently and it is up to you to do your due diligence before applying the strategies and 

techniques discussed in this report. The publisher of this report is not liable for any 

damages or losses associated with the content in this report. 
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 How to Make Your Google Place Profile 100% Complete  

Prominent rankings in Google Maps for your keywords can increase qualified traffic to your 

website significantly. With 90% of local shoppers looking online first for the product or service 

they intend to purchase, optimizing your local business listing should be a no-brainer. 

So how do you optimize for local search? One of local search ranking factors is the level of 

completeness of you local business listing in Google Maps. This guide will show simple steps 

and screenshots which will help you optimize you local business profile to make it 100%. 

So Let’s Get Started! 

 Step 1: Include Basic Business Information  

This includes filling out the required fields such as Country, Company/Organization, Street 

Address, City/Town, State, ZIP, Main Phone and Categories. 
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 Step 2: Additional Business Details  

Adding additional details about your business such as your website, business email address 

and a brief description count towards making your profile complete and giving your customers 

extra information about your company at a glance. 

 

 Step 3: Service Areas and Location Settings  

Although this option does not contribute towards making your profile 100%, it is important to 

ensure that you have chosen the right service areas and location settings for your business. If 

your business services multiple locations, you can choose the second option and select your 

service area radius or list the cities you service individually. If all your customers come to 

your store, you are better off by choosing the first option. 
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 Step 4: Enter Business Hours of Operation  

Filling out your hours of operations not only provides your customers with answers to the 

questions they might call you for, but also contributes towards the level of your business 

profile completeness.  
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 Step 5: Payment Options  

Go ahead and provide your customers with your payment options so they can come prepared 

to your location for their purchase.  

 

 Step 6: Upload Photos 

Make use of this option and upload some of your business related photos which can help your 

customers can an idea of what to expect when they visit or call you. For example, if you are a 

real estate agent, you can upload pictures of some of your recent properties that you have 

sold. Make sure you upload 10 images to help make your profile complete. 
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 Step 7: Upload Videos  

You can also upload your business videos to your local business profile. These can be 

promotional videos, company messages, DIY or How-To videos for your customers. Google 

Places gives you an option to showcase up to 5 videos. While it is provides more interactive 

content for your customers, only 1 video contributes towards profile completeness. 

 

 Step 8: Additional Details  

This section allows you to provide all additional details you wish to tell your customers about 

your business. You can feel free to add multiple fields but only 1 counts towards making your 

profile completeness.  
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You now have a 100% complete Google Business Listing! 

 To validate this, click on your business listing in your Google Places Dashboard which will 

bring you to your listing’s local analytics. On the right hand side of your analytics data and 

right below the “Post to Your Place Page” option, you will see a progress bar which indicates 

the % value of your profile completeness.  
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If you are curious to know what % value is allocated to each field that contributes to your 

business profile completeness, here is a pie-chart that was created by Nick Thomas of G5 

Search Marketing. 

 

Get Professional Local Search Optimization Results  

 

When RE/MAX and Delta Hotels needed SEO help, they contacted Powered by Search. As 

thought leaders on the evolving field of Local Search Optimization 

we can help your company gain visibility on the web.  

With winning experiences in the Legal, Bankruptcy, Insurance, 

Real Estate, Hotels, Contractor Services, Health, and other 

industries, our in-depth knowledge goes the extra mile.  

But don’t take our word for it. Our customer’s love working with 

us as do industry peers and professionals.  

Call us today for a Free No Obligation Quote at (866) 611-5535 or 

(416) 840-9044. Need to be more in-depth about your quote 

request? Request a proposal here via our online quote request 

tool. 

 

http://blumenthals.com/blog/2009/08/04/google-maps-lbc-how-to-make-complete-100/
http://www.poweredbysearch.com/contact-us/
http://www.poweredbysearch.com/testimonials/

